Expression of natural cytotoxicity receptors NKp30, NKp44, and NKp46 mRNAs and proteins by human hematopoietic and non-hematopoietic cells.
T-cells and NK cells arise from common pluripotent stem cells, with shared early developmental pathway and surface markers. Distinguishing between them is becoming difficult, but critical for study. A large family of NK cells, including classical NK, NK-T, and NK-CTL exists. Natural cytotoxicity receptors (NKp46, NKp44, NKp30) have been proposed as specific for classical NK cells, but were expressed at protein and mRNA level by CD8+NK/T cell line SRIK-NKL, suggesting more widespread expression. We investigated and found expression of these markers at the protein and mRNA level in multiple human cell lines.